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GREETINGS MESSAGES

 

 
 

 

 

May 9–10, 2016 

 

 

Dear Friends:   

 

I am delighted to extend my warmest greetings to everyone 

attending the third Turkic Canadian Convention, organized by the 

Anatolian Heritage Federation and the Institute for European, 

Russian and Eurasian Studies (EURUS) of Carleton University. 

 

This meeting brings together policy-makers, academics, entrepreneurs and other 

stakeholders from Canada, the Balkans, Turkey, the Caucasus and Central Asia to 

discuss strategic issues and the potential for increased trade and development.  

 

I would like to commend the organizers for putting together a stimulating program 

of speakers and panels that aims to strengthen economic, political and social ties 

between Canada and Turkic and Balkan nations. I am certain that delegates will come 

away from these deliberations inspired to take advantage of the opportunities 

presented here. 

 

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I offer my best wishes for a productive 

convention. 

 

Sincerely,    

 

 
The Rt. Hon. Justin P.J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 

Prime Minister of Canada 
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May 9, 2016

Dear Friends,

I am pleased to offer welcoming greetings to everyone gathered 
for the Third Annual Turkic-Canadian Convention. Allow me to 
congratulate the Anatolian Heritage Federation for its dedicated 
work in bringing together key participants from Canada and 
associated Turkic nations and creating a forum to discuss and 
explore common goals. 

The Turkic-Canadian community has a strong and deep history in 
Canadian society; it has built bridges of understanding and 
strengthened relationships with other members of Canada’s 
mosaic. Turkic-Canadians continue to enhance diversity and 
multiculturalism throughout Canada. Their important contributions 
to the economy, industry, education and culture enrich us all.

New Democrats share with you a vision of making Canada a 
better society—a country where we work together to create 
prosperity and equality for all. 

On behalf of Canada’s NDP, please accept my best wishes for a 
productive Convention, and continued success in all future 
endeavours.

Best regards, 

Hon. Thomas Mulcair, P.C., M.P. 
Leader, New Democratic Party of Canada
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Premier of Ontario - Première ministre de l’Ontario 

May 9 – 10, 2016 
 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER 
 
On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to everyone attending the Third Turkic-Canadian 
Convention, hosted by the Anatolian Heritage Federation.  
 
The strength and vitality of Ontario is rooted in the tremendous 
cultural diversity of our people. We speak many languages, embrace 
every culture and have links to every part of the world. Mutual 
understanding and open dialogue facilitated by conventions like this 
are one way to nourish our cherished multicultural landscape. 
 
I would like to commend the Anatolian Heritage Federation for 
organizing this impressive event. By bringing together stakeholders 
from Canada and Turkic nations to discuss potential partnership and 
bilateral priorities — this convention helps to further strengthen our 
mutual understanding and friendship. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for an inspiring and productive 
convention. 
 

 
Kathleen Wynne 
Premier 

Kathleen Wynne
Premier of Ontario
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On behalf of Members of Ottawa City Council, it is my 
distinct pleasure to extend a warm welcome to all those 
participating in the 3rd Annual Turkic-Canadian 
Convention, co-hosted by the Anatolian Heritage 
Federation and Institute of European, Russian and 
Eurasian Studies, Carleton University, and taking place 
in Canada’s capital from May 9th to 10th 2016. 
 

I am delighted to offer my moral support to the AHF and 
EURUS for providing a valuable forum for decision-
makers, public sector officials, businesspeople, academia, 
NGOs and diaspora leaders representing the Balkans, 
Turkey, Caucasus, Central Asia and Canada to convene 
under the theme “Strategic Partnership, Trade and 
Development”. I trust that this convention will enhance 
bilateral and multilateral relations, particularly in the 
political and social spheres, as well as in trade and 
investment. 
 

As Head of Council, I want to acknowledge the AHF and 
EURUS, along with the keynote speakers and sponsors for 
dedicating efforts, expertise and resources to the 
successful planning of this international gathering. 
 

As Mayor of the host city, I invite visitors to explore the 
Ottawa Sports Hall of Fame and the Barbara Ann Scott 
Gallery at City Hall, as well as the revitalized Lansdowne 
Park, its heritage pavilions, and new TD Place, home of 
the Ottawa REDBLACKS CFL team, and Ottawa Fury FC 
North American Soccer League team. 
 

Allow me to convey my best wishes to everyone in 
attendance for a productive and rewarding meeting, as 
well as to the visitors for a most enjoyable stay in Ottawa. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

J’ai l’immense plaisir de souhaiter une cordiale bienvenue, 
au nom des membres du Conseil municipal d’Ottawa, à 
tous les participants au 3e Congrès annuel turco-
canadien, organisé conjointement par l’Anatolian 
Heritage Federation (AHF) et l’Institute of European, 
Russian and Eurasian Studies (EURUS) de Université 
Carleton, qui aura lieu dans la capitale canadienne les 9 et 
10 mai 2016. 
 

Je suis ravi d’offrir mon appui moral à l’AHF et à 
l’EURUS, qui fourniront un cadre de rencontre intéressant 
permettant aux décideurs, aux fonctionnaires, aux gens 
d’affaires, aux universitaires, aux ONG et aux leaders de 
la diaspora représentant les Balkans, la Turquie, le 
Caucase, l’Asie centrale et le Canada de se réunir sur le 
thème « Strategic Partnership, Trade and Development ». Je 
suis convaincu que ce congrès renforcera les relations 
bilatérales et multilatérales, en particulier dans les sphères 
politique et sociale, ainsi que dans le domaine du 
commerce et des investissements. 
 

En tant que chef du Conseil, je tiens à remercier l’AHF et 
l’EURUS ainsi que les conférenciers d’honneur et les 
commanditaires de mettre leurs efforts, leur savoir-faire et 
leurs ressources au service de la planification de cette 
rencontre internationale pour en assurer le succès.  
 

À titre de maire de la ville hôte, j’invite les visiteurs à 
explorer le Temple de la renommée des sports d’Ottawa et 
la Galerie Barbara-Ann-Scott, tous deux situés à l’hôtel de 
ville, ainsi que le parc Lansdowne, qui a récemment fait 
peau neuve, ses édifices patrimoniaux, de même que la 
nouvelle Place TD, domicile du ROUGE et NOIR 
d’Ottawa, équipe de la Ligue canadienne de football, et du 
Fury FC d’Ottawa, équipe de la Ligue nord-américaine de 
soccer. 
 

Je souhaite à tous les participants une rencontre très 
fructueuse et enrichissante, et à tous les visiteurs, un 
séjour des plus agréables à Ottawa.  
 

Meilleures salutations. 

 
Jim Watson, Mayor/Maire 

 
Ottawa2017.ca

Jim Watson
Mayor/Maire



6

6

Prof. Achim Hurrelmann
Director, EURUS, Carleton University 

On behalf of the Institute of European, Russian and Eurasian Studies (EURUS) at Carleton 
University, I am very pleased to extend warm greetings to everyone attending the Third Turkic 
Canadian Convention, hosted by the Anatolian Heritage Federation.
 Since the last Turkic Canadian Convention took place in 2014, the economic and geostrategic 
importance of the Turkic and Balkan countries, including their importance for Canada, has be-
come ever more pronounced. At the same time, new challenges have emerged for the protection 
of security, democracy and human rights in the region.
 As one of Canada’s premier academic institutions devoted to research and teaching on Europe, 
Russia and Central Asia, we are happy to support the Anatolian Heritage Federation in organizing 
this fantastic forum for exchange about these issues. We applaud the Foundation for its work 
to strengthen the political, social and economic ties between Canada and the Turkic and Balkan 
countries.
Please accept my best wishes for an inspiring and productive convention!



7
7

Saadettin Ozcan

I am pleased to announce Third Turkic-Canadian Convention which will take place in Ottawa on May 
9-10, 2016.
The Turkic-Canadian Convention is a grand annual meeting that seeks to bring together a wide range 
of stakeholders from Canada, Balkans, Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia including parliamentarians, 
government officials, emissaries, leading policy makers, academics, leaders of diaspora, businesspeople, 
experts, private sector stakeholders, representatives of multinational corporations, etc. With the main 
focus on strategic partnership, trade and development, the convention aims to strengthen the political, 
social and economic ties between Canada and the Turkic and Balkan countries. We strongly believe that 
this convention is an important platform to explore the potential partnership opportunities and increase 
the current bilateral and multilateral political, economic and social cooperation in addition to trade and 
investment volume between Canada and the Turkic and Balkan countries.
The convention will feature business breakfast meeting, luncheon with keynote, networking breaks, 
three panel sessions deliberating on various topics such as Challenges and Opportunities in the Era of 
Economic Downturn, Prospects of Canada’s Foreign Policy in Balkans, Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia 
and Strategic Challenges and Geopolitics of the Region. The event will conclude with a closing reception 
and gala which will bring together prominent guests from Canadian society, business stakeholders and 
foreign delegations attending the convention.
Without your support this event will not be possible. Therefore, we will be honoured if you and your com-
pany join us at this grand occasion. I look forward to seeing you at the Third Turkic-Canadian Convention.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Saadettin Ozcan
President
Anatolian Heritage Federation

President Anatolian Heritage Federation
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Monday, May 9th, 2016
Venue: Committee Room 160-S, Centre Block, Parliament Hill

Tuesday, May 10th, 2016
Venue: National Arts Centre, 53 Elgin St, Ottawa, ON K1P 5W1

6:00 pm 

7:00 am 

7:30 am 

9:30 am 

9:55 am 

10:00 am 

1:30 pm 

3:30 pm 

11:45 am 

3:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Welcome Reception 

Registration Opens

Business Breakfast Meeting 

Morning Networking Break

Welcoming Remarks

Panel One

Panel Two

Panel Three

Challenges and Opportunities in the Era of Economic Downturn

Prospects of Canada’s Foreign Policy in Balkans, Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia 

Strategic Challenges and Geopolitics of the Region

Luncheon 

Afternoon Networking Break

Closing Reception & Gala

Note: All panel sessions are in the Panorama Room, and the business breakfast meeting, luncheon and closing reception 

and gala are in the Le Salon Room.

CONVENTION AGENDA
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HONOURARY HOST COMMITTEE

• Dean Allison, MP

• Bill Blair, MP

• Hon. Michael Chong, MP

• Senator Percy Downe
• Hon. Hedy Fry, MP

• Ahmed Hussen, MP

• Dave Van Kesteren, MP

• Irene Mathyssen, MP

• Elizabeth May, MP (Leader of the Green Party of Canada)

• Karen McCrimmon, MP

• Alexandra Mendes, MP

• Senator Grant Mitchell
• Rob Oliphant, MP

• Yasmin Ratansi, MP

• Hon. Michelle Rempel, MP

• Andrew Scheer, MP (House Leader of the Official Opposition)

• Bev Shipley, MP

• Hon. Judy Sgro, MP (Chair of the Canada-Turkey Parliamentary Friendship Group) 

• David Sweet, MP

• Brad Trost, MP

Note: Organizers express deep gratitude to the above-

mentioned parliamentarians for being honourary sponsor 

of the Third Annual Turkic-Canadian Convention.
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PANELISTS AND SPEAKERS

Sonya Shorey
Interim Market Director Americas, Invest Ottawa

Sonya Shorey is the Interim Market Director of the Americas with Invest Ottawa, the leading 
economic development agency in the National Capital Region; and Founder and Principal of Sonya 
Shorey Consulting. Ms. Shorey is a strategy and communications executive with more than 15 
years of experience in achieving business results through the delivery of integrated strategies 
for private, public and non-profit organizations.   Withexpertise in regional, national and global 
science, technology, economic development and innovation agencies, she specializes in strategy 
development, implementation, marketing and communications for organizations that aim to: create 
and execute a new corporate strategy, business or program; acquire new investment; achieve 
long-term sustainability; and increase influence and impact.  She has worked extensively with 
innovators, companies, and science and technology agencies across North America, Israel, India, 
China and Brazil.  Prior to launching her consulting practice, Ms. Shorey served as the Director 
of Marketing Communications for CMC Microsystems from 2002 to 2007; and as the Manager of 
Communications and Organizational Development for the 10G Organization of Optical Networks 
with Nortel Networks from 1999 to 2002.  During this time, she received nine international awards 
from organizations such as the League of American Communications Professionals (LCAP), the 
American Society of Professional Communicators (ASPC); and MerComm, the only independent 
global awards organization founded with the mission to advance the standards of excellence in the 
field of corporate communications.  Ms. Shorey holds a Bachelor of Arts, Combined High Honours 
in Political Science and English from Carleton University.
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Prof. Jeff Sahadeo 
Associate Director, EURUS, Carleton University

Jeff Sahadeo is associate professor at the Institute of European, Russian and Eurasian Studies 
and the Department of Political Science at Carleton University. He is the author of Russian 
Colonial Society in Tashkent, 1865-1923 and the co-editor of Everyday Life in Central Asia: Past 
and Present.  His work focuses on migration and cross-cultural encounters in Central Eurasia.  
His articles have appeared in Slavic Review, Central Asian Survey and Canadian Slavonic Papers 
among other journals.  He is currently working with the Global Centre for Pluralism on the role of 
history and memory in contemporary Kyrgyzstani society.

Interim Market Director Americas, Invest Ottawa
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Ali Murtaza
EDC Regional Manager for Middle East, Europe and Africa

Ali joined Export Development Canada (“EDC”) in 2014 as Regional Manager within EDC’s Inter-
national Business Development Group (“IBDG”). Ali is based out of Ottawa and covers the Middle 
East, North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean regions. Ali’s key responsibility is to develop and 
execute trade creation strategies in support of Canadian exporters.
Prior to joining EDC, Ali had over 12 years of international banking, fixed income, corporate 
finance and business development experience with global and regional financial institutions in-
cluding Citigroup and Samba Capital. Over the course of his career, Ali has assisted and advised 
numerous issuers from the Middle East and North Africa (“MENA”) region in raising funding from 
both the capital markets as well as the bank market.
Ali holds a Masters of Business Administration degree and a Bachelor of Economics (Honours) 
degree from LUMS.
EDC is Canada’s export credit agency, offering innovative commercial solutions to help Canadian 
exporters and investors expand their international business. EDC’s knowledge and partnerships 
are used by over 7,500 Canadian companies and their global customers in up to 200 markets 
worldwide each year. EDC is financially self-sustaining and a recognized leader in financial 
reporting and economic analysis. 

Panel 1 Challenges and Opportunities in the Era of Economic Downturn
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Gilles Breton
Regional Director, Canada-Eurasia-Russia Business 
Association (CERBA) & Former Deputy of Head of 
Mission, Embassy of Canada in Moscow

Gilles Breton is Chairman of the Ottawa and Montréal Chapters  of the Canada- Eurasia-Russia Business 
Association (CERBA). He retired from government work in 2012 after a 36-year career with the Department 
now called Global Affairs Canada. He held the position of Minister-Counsellor and Deputy Head of Mission 
at the Canadian Embassy in Moscow from 2008 to 2012. From 1994 to 1997, he was Deputy Director of 
the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, based in Warsaw, Poland. In 1992-1994, 
he was Senior Advisor at the Ministry of Indian and Northern Affairs of Canada. He also worked at the 
Canadian Embassy to the Soviet Union during the ’80s and the 90s.

Besnik Konci
Vice President, Canada-Albania Business Council &  
Former Ambassador of Albania to Canada

Born in Tirana on December 15th 1960, Mr. Besnik Konçi studied at the Tirana Faculty of Natural Sciences 
where he received Physics’ Degree and later on attended the graduate school earning a Master Degree 
as well. From July 2006 until April 2011 Mr. Konçi served as the Ambassador of Albania to Canada. 
From October 2009 until April 0f 2011 he served also as the Permanent Representative of Albania to the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).
He served as the Advisor of the Albanian Minister of Education and Science from May 2011 until February 
2012, working after that period as the Director of the Policies and International Programs at the Ministry 
of Education and Science. From June 2012 to Nov 2014 Mr. Konçi served as the diplomatic advisor to the 
President of Albania. He is co-founder and current Vice President of the Canada-Albania Business Council.
Mr. Konçi is the author of numerous articles and analyses on issues related to Kosova, security and our 
region. He has taken part in many radio and television debates and addressed tens of international and 
domestic conferences, symposiums and workshops in Albania and abroad.
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Hon. Stockwell Day
Former Minister of International Trade

The Honourable Stockwell Day joined McMillan’s Vancouver office as a Senior Strategic Advisor 
in 2011. In this capacity, Mr. Day uses the extensive experience he gained in senior government 
roles - including as the former Minister of International Trade, the former Minister for the Asia-Pa-
cific Gateway and the former President of the Treasury Board, to serve as an advisor for clients 
and their business objectives. 
Mr. Day was successfully elected to senior government roles and positions 9 times over 25 
years at two levels of government and in 2 separate provinces. From 1986 to 2000, Stockwell 
Day represented Red Deer North in the Alberta Legislature, where he served in the Progressive 
Conservative Government in a variety of senior roles, including Chief Whip, Government House 
Leader, Minister of Labour and Minister of Social Services. From 1997 to 2000 he was Provincial 
Treasurer (Minister of Finance) and Acting Premier. 
In 2000 Stockwell Day won the leadership of the Canadian Alliance and became Leader of Can-
ada’s Official Opposition. In the general election that followed soon after, the Canadian Alliance 
increased the Official Opposition seat count to 66, and increased its popular vote by over a million. 
In 2002, Stockwell Day was appointed Foreign Affairs critic, Vice-Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade, as well as Chair of the Subcommittee on Human 
Rights. In 2006 Stockwell Day was appointed Minister of Public Safety and member of the Cabinet 
Committee on Priorities and Planning. Upon his re-election in 2008, Stockwell Day was appointed 
Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway and Regional Minister for 
British Columbia, advancing the economic and trade interests of BC. He was also appointed Chair 
of the Cabinet Committee on Afghanistan. In 2010 Stockwell Day was appointed President of the 
Treasury Board. He did not seek re-election in the 2011 general election. 
Stockwell Day is also a well known conference and event speaker.
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Former Minister of International Trade

Dean Allison
MP & Vice Chair, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development

Dean Allison was first elected as the Member of Parliament for the newly created riding of Niagara 
West-Glanbrook on June 28, 2004, and has been re-elected with in each subsequent general 
election since that time.  A graduate of Wilfrid Laurier University with a degree in Economics, 
Dean established himself in the Niagara area through growing businesses and working for a major 
franchise organization.
 
He served his community as President of the West Lincoln Memorial Hospital Foundation, as Pres-
ident of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, a Director of the Ontario Trillium Foundation, and as 
a board member of Junior Achievement in Niagara. Dean is also a founding member of the Dave 
Thomas Adoption Foundation in Canada and the Belarus Children of Chernobyl program that brings 
children affected by the Chernobyl disaster to Canada. In addition to his Parliamentary duties, 
Dean is also a Director of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe Parliamentary 
Association. Dean lives in Beamsville with his wife and children.

moderator
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Margaret Skok
Distinguished Senior Fellow, Carleton University & 
Former Ambassador of Canada to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz 
Republic and Republic of Tajikistan

Margaret Skok is a CIGI senior fellow, effective April 2015. She has also served with the foreign 
service, in Russia and Central Asia. From September 2006 to October 2009, Margaret served as 
Canada’s ambassador to the Republic of Kazakhstan, with concurrent accreditation to the Kyrgyz 
Republic and to the Republic of Tajikistan. 

Margaret is a member of the Canada Eurasia Russia Business Association, and a member of the 
Ottawa chapter of the Organization of Women in International Trade. She has received a Deputy 
Minister’s Award for exceptional and distinguished contribution to the Canadian public service, 
and a Senate Award for Women in International Business. In December 2011, Margaret received 
a medal from the president of the Republic of Kazakhstan for her contribution to the country’s 20 
years of independence.  Margaret is a graduate of Carleton University.

Panel 2 Prospects of Canada’s Foreign Policy in Balkans, Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia 
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Colin Robertson
Vice President and Fellow at the Canadian Global Affairs 
Institute

A former Canadian diplomat, Colin Robertson is a Senior Advisor to Dentons LLP living in Ottawa, 
Canada and working with the Business Council of Canada. He is Vice President and Fellow at 
the Canadian Global Affairs Institute and Executive Fellow at the University of Calgary’s School of 
Public Policy. He is a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Norman Paterson School of International 
Affairs at Carleton University. He is chair of the board of Canada World Youth. He is a member 
of the board of the Conference of Defence Associations Institute and the advisory board of the 
North  American Research Partnership. He is a past president of the National Capital Branch of 
the Canadian International Council. He is an Honorary Captain (Royal Canadian Navy) assigned to 
the Strategic Communications Directorate. He writes a column every two weeks on foreign affairs 
for  the Globe and Mail and he is a regular contributor to other media.
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Dr. Bruce Mabley
Former First Secretary, Embassy of Canada in Ankara

Bruce Mabley holds a PhD. degree in Philosophy on 20th century French political philosophy. 
He also completed a LLD. degree in the Faculty of Law at Université Laval on Transnational, 
International and Islamic Law.  Bruce has held several academic teaching and research positions 
at Concordia, McGill, Laval and Carleton Universities and Centre for Syrian Democracy and Law 
in London, England.
He is author of the several articles including “The Arab Aggiornamento in Syria: Turkey’s Foreign 
Policy Metaphors” published in Turkish Policy Quarterly (vol 10, num 4).
Bruce Mabley served as Canadian Foreign Service Officer in Ankara from 2008 to 2016. Before, 
he held several diplomatic posts in Paris, Cairo, Islamabad and Amman between 1982 and 1991.
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Dr. Dane Rowlands
Director, The Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, 
Carleton University

Dane Rowlands, Director of the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, has been teaching 
at the School since 1994. His primary research interests are in international debt, multilateral 
financial institutions, official development assistance, and the international aspects of economic 
development. He also conducts research on international migration, peacekeeping, and conflict 
and development. He has recently been teaching courses in international finance and conflict 
economics.
Expertise
International Monetary Fund, World Bank and other Multilateral Financial Institutions, Sovereign 
Debt, Financial Crises and Capital Flows, Exchange Rates, International Trade and Trade Policy, 
Migration and Remittances, Development Assistance and Cooperation, Economics of Conflict and 
Peacekeeping, Conflict and Development and Terrorism

moderator
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Dr. Vladimir Fedorenko
Research Fellow, Rethink Institute & President of Tajik 
American Cultural Association

Vladimir Fedorenko specializes in democratization processes, civil society and civic movements, 
identity politics and nation-building processes in Central Asia and Russia.  He received BAs in 
international relations from Ege University and accounting at Dokuz Eylul University, Turkey. 
He received MA in political science from George Mason University. Vladimir is the founder and 
president of the Tajik American Cultural Association. He is also a columnist atTurkish Journal. 
He was previously the research director at the Rumi Forum, Washington DC.  He has authored 
several publications and journal articles: “Importance of the Participation of Civil Society into 
Effective Counter-terrorism Policies” published in one of the NATO Science for Peace and Security 
book series titled Building Terrorism Resistant Communities; “The Effect of the Extreme Ethnic 
Nationalism on the Growth of the Terrorism in Russia” published in the NATO Science for Peace 
and Security Series book titled Counter Terrorism in Diverse Communities. His most recent work 
titled Central Asia: From Ethnic to Civic Nationalism, published by the Rethink Institute. He is a 
fluent in Russian, Turkish and Tajik.

Panel 3 Strategic Challenges and Geopolitics of the Region
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Walid Madhoun
Consultant

Walid Madhoun held for over 20 years leadership positions in Canadian organizations with na-
tional and international reach. He applied his skills to innovate and expand the business of these 
organizations and achieve financial success in national and international markets. Walid Madhoun 
has worked on projects funded by the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, African Development 
Bank, various governments, regional organizations and private enterprises. He has designed, 
managed, evaluated more than 40 projects in as many countries.
Mr. Madhoun spent much of his career working with national membership organisations including 
the Association of Universities and College of Canada, the Association of Canadian Community. He 
is currently a partner at MAST-Canada, within his portfolio he is staff consultant with the World 
Bank focusing on Institutional and Organizational Development, Public Policy and Finance and 
Performance Monitoring and Evaluation (institutional and project). Walid Madhoun also possesses 
expertise related to international trade facilitation particularly in relation to antitrust law and policy.
He completed Post Graduate studies in Law at the University of London (University College London 
and Queen Mary) specialising in International Competition Law. Among key projects under his 
leadership are the India Judicial Reform Project and the Canada Russia Northern Development 
Program. He is well known for the leading role he played in the design and establishment of two 
universities in Egypt and Botswana and in providing expert advice and design work for another 
two universities in Viet Nam and Uganda.
Walid Madhoun is fluent in the use of three languages, English, French and Arabic. Countries of 
his work experience include: Russia and other Eastern European countries, Azerbaijan, Viet Nam, 
Philippines, Romania, Thailand, India, Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Yemen, Botswana, Kenya, Uganda, Senegal and other African francophone countries.
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Dr.Yann Breault
Co-Director, Eurasia Observatory at the University of Quebec

Yann Breault teaches Post-Soviet Foreign Policies in the Graduate Program of International Relations 
at the University of Québec in Montréal (UQAM) and is part-time professor in Comparative Politics at 
the University of Ottawa. He co-authored La Russie et son ex-Empire, reconfiguration géopolitique de 
l’ancien espace soviétique (Russia and its ex-Empire: Geopolitical Reconfiguration of the former Soviet 
area) (Paris: Science Po, 2003). With professor emeritus Jacques Lévesque, he is the co-director 
of the Eurasia Observatory, a research group attached to the Centre for the Study of Integration and 
Globalization (www.ceim.uqam.ca), based at the Faculty of Political Science and Law, UQAM. 

Dr. Mustafa Gurbuz
Policy Fellow, School of Policy, Government and 
International Affairs, George Mason University

Mustafa Gurbuz is a policy fellow at George Mason University and a research fellow at Rethink Institute 
in Washington, DC, studying political violence and terrorism, social movements, Muslims in the West, 
and ethnic/sectarian politics in the Middle East. As an adjunct professor, Dr. Gurbuz teaches Middle 
East politics at American University, previously taught at the University of Connecticut, Trinity College, 
and the University of South Florida. His publications appeared in Sociological Inquiry, Sociological 
Forum, Middle East Critique, Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, and Research in Social Movements, 
Conflict, and Change. Dr. Gurbuz served as Associate Editor of Sociology of Islam and is the author of 
Rival Kurdish Movements in Turkey: Transforming Ethnic Conflict.
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Dr.Helene Thibault
Post-doctoral Research Fellow at the Centre for Inter-
national Studies (CERIUM), University of Montreal

Hélène Thibault is a postdoctoral researcher at the Centre for International Studies at the Univer-
sité de Montréal, Canada. She earned a PhD from Ottawa University in Political Science in 2014. 
She has worked on Central Asian issues since 2005, specializing in religion, national identity and 
Soviet legacy. She also took part in multiple election observation missions with the OSCE in the 
former Soviet space.

Michael Petrou
Journalist, Formerly with Maclean’s Magazine 

Michael Petrou is a longtime journalist and foreign correspondent who has reported from across 
the Central Asia, Europe and the Middle East. His latest book, Is This Your First War? Travels 
Through the Post-9/11 Islamic World, won the Ottawa Book Award for non-fiction.

moderator




